
Immediate Action September 24th, 2019 

On the occasion of 
the 200th anniversary 
of the birth of the 
Báb, “Dawn of the 
Light”, a film 
commissioned by the 
Universal House of 
Justice was released to 
communities all 
around the world on 
September 23rd. 

Upon hearing about 
the release of the film, 

Subrina decided that 
having a screening needed to be a priority. Gathering anyone who was available, 
she organized for the first viewing of Dawn of the Light the next day - kicking 
off the beginning of a month of celebrations for the neighbourhood. “I wasn’t 
sure what to expect but after watching it, my thoughts and motivation about 
the Bicentenary had changed… it wasn’t just the Báb’s birthday. The movie 
helped me realize that it was more of how we could all come together to 
celebrate each other’s beliefs.”

“The House of Justice anticipates that in countless places across the world, 
both rural settings and urban centres, the friends will find creative ways to 
honour the Twin Manifestations Whose lives and sacred missions will be 
recalled on Their anniversaries.... the most distinguishing feature of these 
bicentenaries will be a tremendous flourishing of activity by Bahá’ís and 
their friends in local communities.”

-The Universal House of Justice

�  1

BICENTENARY 
Celebrations



Advancing Our Learning October 11th, 2019 

Subrina’s vision of taking every opportunity to celebrate with those around her 
inspired many to find ways in which they could do the same. A conscious effort 
was made by the friends to infuse the life of the Báb into their conversations 
and spaces they were serving in. During a long weekend, youth from 
neighborhoods in Toronto and Mississauga joined the institute campaign in 
Springdale to advance in their study of the institute courses. Naturally 
integrated into their study of the institute was a conversation about the life of 
the Báb. After watching the film together, a rich discussion took place. 
Considering the work ahead for those alive to the vision brought forth by the 
Twin Manifestations, the youth left the discussion eager to act and contribute 
to this global process.

“Although your realities are shaped by a broad diversity of circumstances, 
yet a desire to bring about constructive change and a capacity for 
meaningful service, both characteristic of your stage of life, are neither 
limited to any race or nationality, nor dependent upon material means. This 
bright period of youth you share is experienced by all—but it is brief, and 
buffeted by numerous social forces. How important it is, then, to strive to be 
among those who, in the words of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, ‘plucked the fruit of life’.”

-The Universal House of Justice
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An Evening of Thankfulness October 14th, 2019 

Following the campaign, university students on reading week gathered to 
celebrate the bicentenary at the Vafaie’s home. The friends spent time sharing 
the new advancements in their lives and identified things they were thankful for 
over a thanksgiving feast. “I am thankful for my family, friends and my Faith.”, 
“I am thankful for these last few weeks and these activities. It has been amazing 
for me to be part of something like this.” 

The group watched the new film released by the Universal House of Justice to 
end the evening. The film gave a vision of the universality of the activities to 
which they had been part of. “Every time I visit, I see new people that are 
helping with the program. And to see that happening in other places, that’s 
pretty cool ya know.” Conversations continued over tea and pumpkin pie to end 
an evening of thankfulness. 

“Try with all your hearts to be willing channels for God’s Bounty. For I say 
unto you that He has chosen you to be His messengers of love throughout the 
world, to be His bearers of spiritual gifts to man, to be the means of 
spreading unity and concord on the earth. Thank God with all your hearts 
that such a privilege has been given unto you. For a life devoted to praise is 
not too long in which to thank God for such a favour.”

-Abdu’l-Bahá
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“Learning things that have come from 
God” October 18th, 2019 
Grandparents play a large part in our community. The expansion and 
sustainability of the 
children’s class has 
depended much on 
their efforts. Over the 
summer, the 
grandparents helped 
raise awareness of the 
class and ensured the 
children came regularly 
by dropping off and 
picking the kids up. To 
show their 
appreciation, Shaw 
children’s class made 
and served tea to the 
grandparents and 
shared prayers in the 
park in honor of the 
Bicentenary of the 
Birth of the Báb. One 
of the grandparents of 
the children said, “… 
they are learning 
things that have come 
from God. They are 
learning about helping others and that is good”. 

“Be thou happy and well pleased and arise to offer thanks to God, in order 
that thanksgiving may conduce to the increase of bounty.”

 -‘Abdu’l-Bahá’  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The Unity Dinner  October 19th, 2019 

The “Tiny Seeds” class offers preschool education that helps toddlers explore 
the world in light of their spiritual nature. The space has opened a conversation 

among the parents to think of the advancement 
of children both intellectually and spiritually. In 
commemoration of the Birth of the Báb, a few 
of the families gathered together to celebrate 
the unity the class has brought to their families. 

The children made a unity tree where they 
reflected and identified the things that they saw 
united them. The power of love and unity 
among the families lent way for bonds of 
friendship to be strengthened and much 
laughter to be shared throughout the evening.  

“So powerful is the light of unity that it can illuminate the whole earth. The 
one true God, He Who knoweth all things, Himself testifieth to the truth of 
these words.”

-Bahá’u’lláh
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Reflecting on Sacrifice  October 22nd, 2019 

The Tuesday weekly devotional was hosted by our very own Soundcloud rapper, 
JahZaiah Langley. Having completed Unit 2 of Ruhi Book 2, JahZaiah prepared a 
short talk on the theme of the Covenant to share with friends at the gathering. 
“No matter where you are with God in your life, the Covenant tells us that God 
always loves us. We can always build a stronger relationship with Him, we just 
have to try”. The evening ended with devotions and reading the story of Anis, a 
brave youth filled with utmost devotion, who drank from the cup of martyrdom 
in his obedience to the Báb. 

“Two years before His martyrdom and whilst imprisoned in the Castle of 
Chihriq, the Bab's message was spreading in that foremost of cities, Tabriz. 
There, a youth named Anis had the greatest fortune to hear it, and from 
that moment on he was overtaken with a longing to sacrifice himself for the 
message of the Bab…

One day as Anis languished in despair in his confinement, he was in deep 
communion with the Bab, and the Bab appeared before him, in a vision of 
indescribable beauty, power and majesty. From that day on, this vision 
forever in his heart, Anis' became constantly filled with serenity and joy. In 
the vision, the Bab had told him how He would Himself be suspended 
before the eyes of the multitude in that same city and fall to the fire of the 
enemy, and that none but Anis would be chosen to share His martyrdom. 
"Rest assured," were the Bab's closing words, "that this promise which I
give you shall be fulfilled.”
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An Intimate Gathering of Friends October 23rd, 2019 

Junior youth, children’s class 
teachers and animators 
gathered for prayers and 
devotions one evening. The 
serenity of the prayers and 
joyfulness of the gathering 
was accompanied by stories 
that were shared about the 
Báb. “We spoke about how 
there’s only one God and in 
each religion there are 
manifestations who are like 
perfect mirrors that reflect 
the light of God”. With cheerful hearts, the group left excited for the next 
celebration to which they could attend and bring new friends.

“These sanctified Mirrors…are one and all the Exponents on earth of Him 
Who is the central Orb of the universe, its Essence and ultimate Purpose.”

-Bahá’u’lláh

A Festival of Light 
October 23rd, 2019 

Drawn to the excitement 
around celebrating Diwali, a 
parent of one of the children 
offered to teach the children’s 
class how to make diyas out of 
clay. Word about the craft was 
like a moth to a flame. A 
collective effort from  

children’s class teachers, parents 
and friends made for a large gathering of children. A junior youth assisting with 
the class saw the oneness in celebrating Diwali and the lessons in the children’s 
class and she shared, “Diwali is a festival of light. Just like we learned about how 
the Manifestations of God are like a light to the world. Or that prayer is a light 
in our lives”. This then inspired her to host a celebration in her own home a few 
days later with the children and their families.
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Celebrating with the Neighbours October 23rd, 2019 

Having recently moved into the Neighbourhood Centre, Liza decided to meet 
the neighbours and invite them to celebrate the bicentenary that week. She met 
12 families and spoke about the Báb and the importance of this Holy Day. “In 
the home visits I saw the potential to visit again in upcoming weeks… to share 
prayers and continue building a regular pattern of devotionals. Two neighbours 
came the following day to have tea and we talked about the importance of 
prayer and one’s relationship with God.” 

Building Courage October 24th, 2019 

Prayers offered by the community allowed for questions such as “How can I host 
my own celebration?” to arise.  This brought forth consultation with many 
family members and friends to open their homes. Fear and uncertainty was 
removed and confirmations allowed friends to bring together family and 
neighbours to celebrate. A children’s class teacher eager to celebrate the Birth of 
the Báb with her children’s class, consulted with her family who opened their 
home to gathering the children. “I was nervous when I thought about hosting 
anything, in my house or anywhere else. After I was helped to host the first 19 
day Feast in the neighbourhood, I felt more confident about hosting my own 
bicentenary celebration.” 

A story of the life of the 
Báb was shared followed 
by a service project to 
serve tea to the 
grandparents in the park. 
“I went home and thanked 
my mom for letting us 
open our home for the 
celebration and she told 
me that she would do 
anything to see me 
happy”.

“The source of courage and power is the promotion of the Word of God, and 
steadfastness in His Love.”

-Bahá’u’lláh
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“You bring the people, I’ll bring the food”  
October 24th, 2019 

After a few conversations with his tutor, Tanvir consulted with his family about 
having some friends come over to his house to celebrate the Birth of the Báb. 
“My mom said to bring everyone and she’ll deal with the rest. So you bring the 
people and I’ll bring the food”. The gathering became a space where friends 
shared their knowledge on the personage of different Manifestations of God and 
prayers revealed by them. Tanvir’s mother shared how she saw that “In every 
religion, God is all the same. He tells us he loves us and we should love Him and 
everyone.” 

“Bless you all for making the kids happy” October 

25th, 2019 

As the culture of home-visiting and 
sharing prayers became embedded 
into the community, relationships 
with families grew stronger. Ishmin, a 
junior youth who became part of the 
activities just this last summer, 
approached her animator offering to 
help with the celebrations. A few 
conversations were had with her and 

her family that enabled them to see 
that they in fact could serve as hosts. Ishmin’s family invited the families of the 
children in the class that she was assisting with. Ishmin who aided with the 
Diwali craft, thought it would only be appropriate that the children continued 
their lesson on light and prepared a lantern craft that would be used as 
decoration for the upcoming community wide Bicentenary celebration. 

Ishmin later shared that, “After you all left, I asked my parents how they felt 
about it and my dad looked at me and kept saying, ‘God bless you all for making 
the kids happy’. They were so happy to see them all and want to have them 
come back again”. 

“My home is the home of peace. My home is the home of joy and delight. My 
home is the home of laughter and exultation. Whosoever enters through the 
portals of this home, must go out with gladsome heart. This is the home of 
light; whosoever enters here must become illumined.”

-‘Abdu’l-Bahá
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Early Fireworks October 25th, 2019 

Just down the 
road from 
Ishmin’s house, 
the Saggu family 
gathered with 
friends and their 
families to watch 
the film, “Dawn 
of the Light”. “I 
tried to invite 
everyone I could 

think of. My book 
1, JY group and their families… it was chill. And then my brother brought out 
the fireworks and there was no going back”. With Diwali fast approaching, the 
Saggu family found it only appropriate to break out the fireworks and sparklers 
to commemorate the luminescence of such Divine Figures. “I guess you could 
say it was pretty lit both physically and spiritually” 

“Whose celebration are we going to 
today?”October 26th, 2019 

The question of “Whose 
celebration are we going to 
today?” showed the power 
of support which emerged 
in the friends as they 
supported one another by 
attending each others 
celebrations. Everyone 
knew that a new day called 
for another celebration. 
Friends gathered on 
Saturday afternoon for a 
potluck lunch and board games at Joshwa and Suvena’s house. “I thought it 
would be a little weird at first. But then everyone showed up and it was fun.” 
The group shared prayers and collectively thought of a song that would be 
shared at the community wide bicentenary gathering. “It was a safe space that 
fostered new connections that helped to transform mindsets.”
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A Simple Invitation October 27th, 2019 

The team in the 
neighbourhood looked 
through their contacts to see 
who had not been able to 
attend a gathering yet. 
Children’s class teachers, 
animators and tutors thought 
about how to ensure that 
participants in the activities 
were able to celebrate. “I am 
going to invite my study 
circle over for a simple 

celebration today. They can come over, we’ll bake and say prayers”. With this 
simple invitation, more friends were gathered to honor the Twin Manifestations. 

“…these Holy Days should be viewed as special opportunities for the friends to reach 
out to the widest possible cross-section of society and to all those with whom they 
share a connection…”

-The Universal House of Justice

Living Cohesively October 27th, 2019 

This celebration brought 
together children’s 
classmates from school and 
their families, coworkers, 
and friends and families 
from the neighbourhood. It 
opened our eyes to how 
easy it is for us to 
dichotomize the various 
social circles we find 
ourselves in, but in reality 
we are all part of one 
society, one community. 
Children focused on the concept of light and unity in both art and song, 
reflecting on the concept of Manifestation of God, while adults watched a 
portion of the film and discussed how the teaching of Unity brought by 
Bahá’u’lláh could influence the community we live in.
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Learning about the Twin Luminaries October 

28th, 2019 

The weekly core activities 
in the neighbourhood 
became spaces where 
children’s class teachers 
and animators introduced 
the personage of the Báb 
and Bahá’u’lláh. One 
children’s class teacher 
shared, “I know it’s the 
bicentenary of the birth of 
the Báb but the children 
should learn about the 
birth of Bahá’u’lláh too”. 
The children’s class 
teachers of Eagle Plains 
came together and planned 
a short class to introduce 
Bahá’u’lláh and speak 
about His life. “…when the 
children heard that he was 
imprisoned but still 
continued to believe in the 
Báb, they connected it to 
their lesson about 
selflessness and detachment”. The teachers saw how celebrating the Twin 
luminaries brought joy and excitement to the class while also reinforcing the 
lessons the children had previously learnt. 

“… to bring friends and acquaintances into contact with its community life; 
to inspire neighbourhoods and villages into unified endeavour; to articulate 
how spiritual truths can be translated into sustained practical action; and, 
above all, to converse not only about the teachings that will build the world 
anew, but about the One Who taught them: Bahá’u’lláh.”

-The Universal house of Justice Ridvan 2019 Message
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 The Birth of the Báb October 29th, 2019 

“At the heart of these festivities must be 
a concerted effort to convey a sense of 
what it means for humanity that these 
two Luminaries rose successively above 
the horizon of the world.”

-The Universal House of Justice

The many celebrations that 
occurred in homes and workplaces 
with extended family, neighbours, 
friends and colleagues built a 
rhythm of excitement and intensity 
that led up to the formal 
celebrations of the Twin Holy 
Birthdays. With the help of an 
animator, a junior youth in the 
community hosted the bicentenary 
celebration of the Birth of the Báb 
at the neighbourhood centre. The 
devotional character of the 
community that had strengthened 
in the previous cycles, naturally 
translated into the gathering of 
friends as numerous prayers and 
songs were shared to begin the 
celebration. Through different 
artistic expressions the group tried 
to put to mind the following 
counsel of the Báb, “Purge your 
hearts of worldly desires, and let 
angelic virtues be your adorning. 
The days when idle worship was 
deemed sufficient are ended. The 
time is come when naught but the 
purest motive, supported by deeds 
of stainless purity, can ascend to 
the throne of the Most High and 
be acceptable unto Him.” 
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The Birth of Bahá’u’lláh October 30th, 2019 

The next day friends gathered again to commemorate the Birth of Bahá’u’lláh. 
The first celebration took place during Sandalwood’s lunch period at the Kianfar 
home. Youth attending Sandalwood walked over to to the family’s home for a 
simple program and lunch.  One of the youth who had not been able to attend 
any of the previous celebration shared how she, “…was happy to see everyone. I 
missed just praying and eating together”. 

Later in the evening, another celebration was organized at the Neighborhood 
Centre. The devotional character that had strengthened over the last few cycles 
became evident in the children. “I was really impressed with the children. They 
just kept saying prayers one after the other. At one point they were helping each 
other with words they didn’t know how to read and tried to help each other stay 
reverent”. After prayers, children reflected on the physical and spiritual aspects 
of light through song and arts while the adults watched the film. The children 
shared their new learnings with everyone to help close another joyful gathering 
of friends. 

“Gather ye together with the utmost joy and fellowship and recite the                                        
verses revealed by the merciful Lord. By so doing the doors to true knowledge 
will be opened to your inner beings, and ye will then feel your souls endowed 
with steadfastness and your hearts filled with radiant joy.”

— Bahá’u’lláh
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Sharing Our Learning November 1st, 2019 
With each celebration that occurred momentum was built in anticipation for 
the next; each event provided a new platform from which to reflect and learn 
from. The celebrations were valuable opportunities for the friends to make 
mention of and honor the Twin Luminaries. Energized as a result of these 
gatherings, the community came together to share these insights through 
various arts at Sandalwood Heights High School. The evening was led by Ishmin 
and Sukhman, two junior youth who happily volunteered to MC the event. 
Ishmin shared how her mother and father, “...were eager to come. They didn’t 
believe that I would actually be MC-ing because I’m normally quieter, well at 
least I am around them”. Trusting that they were in a safe place with familiar 
people, the girls demonstrated unprecedented courage in hosting the evening. 

The evening was brought to life through different art forms. Songs were led by 
youth and children; art projects were showcased for everyone to enjoy; dances 
and speeches based on the concept of unity were presented. “I learnt new things 
about everyone...everyone was excited to share the things they worked hard to 
prepare. I felt like we were a family getting together”.

Although the formal celebrations have come to a close, the accumulated 
enthusiasm built from each celebration continued to highlight the unique 
characteristics of the friends. Pawan shared confidently how he was “...going to 
be the host for Ayyam-i-Ha! And this time I won’t forget to bring samosas”.
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